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Preamble
In his talk at the symposium 'Travel to Tomorrow', Wahl, (2019) draws the parallels between the
future of tourism and the future of humanity and how they might possibly interrelate. In doing so, he
calls upon the urgent transformation of tourism
to become a catalyst for regeneration. Before
the looming spectre of irreversible ecosystem destruction and climate change that could trigger
cataclysmic results for our species, he goes as far to claim: ‘Somewhat surprisingly — at least to me
personally — it seems that possibly the only industry with enough global reach and local transsectoral impact and power of influence to effect such an immense transition in a catalytic way is
tourism'. Similarly, Ateljevic (e.g. 2009, 2013, 2020) and Pritchard, Morgan and Ateljevic (2011)
spoke about the transmodern and transformative power of tourism to potentially change the world for
the better.
In the current context of the global pandemic, the call for 'one planetary vision for a responsible
recovery of the tourism sector' (UNWTO, 2020)
becomes even louder and more potent. To this
end, the regeneration paradigm and regenerative economics has become a new beacon for a liveable
and thriving future on this planet. While the concept of the regenerative approach to living is not new
(thanks to indigenous wisdom), the mainstreaming of the term is. In early 2015, John Fullerton
released a publication on Regenerative Capitalism: How Universal Principles and Patterns Will
Shape Our New Economy. Spending 20 years in a high finance career
he intimately experienced
the destructive impacts of neoliberal economics, which eventually forced him to step out of the
financial system that he himself helped to build. Since then, he has been advocating a systemic and
holistic approach to economics that 'produces lasting social and economic vitality for global
civilization as a whole' (p.5). To this end, the existing sustainability discourse that is still entrenched
in the old economic paradigm of separation and competition, has been increasingly questioned for its
efficiency and rationality. In contrast to sustainability practice described as a ‘slower way to die’,
regenerative design architect Bill Reed juxtaposes regeneration as 'restoring and then regenerating the
capability to live in a new relationship in an ongoing way' (Glusac, NYT, 2020). Similarly, the latest
report from The Innovation Group, “The New Sustainability: Regeneration,” (2018) explores the
rising need for better sustainability as ‘doing less harm is no longer enough. The future of
sustainability is regeneration: replenishing and restoring what we have lost and building economies
and communities that thrive, while allowing the planet to thrive too'. In a
similar vein, Anna
Pollock (2019) speaks of regenerative tourism as the natural maturation of sustainability for which we
need an ontological/mindset shift. As she explains, for businesses to move from ‘business as usual’ to
doing less harm to become a force for good and for regeneration, we require a ‘change in seeing,
awareness and consciousness that Einstein said would be necessary if we were to generate any
effective transformative change'.
This special issue builds on these insights to ask:
•

What do these transformations entail and how can tourism become a catalyst for
environmental, social, cultural and economic regeneration?

•
•
•
•
•

How can tourism drive a thriving future that heals ecosystems and empowers local
communities?
How can tourism enliven the indigenous traditions and cultures and bring their wisdom to
heal the modern world?
How can spiritual knowledge and respect for the sacredness and interconnectedness of all life
inform tourism development in the future?
How can the power of corporate tourism to be harnessed for the greater good and assist in the
regenerative shift?
How can host communities be empowered to influence the political processes defining future
tourism development?

In the context of countless doomsday scenarios for the future of the (tourism) world, we wish to focus
on the opposite. While remaining critical, we wish to provide
hopeful, regenerative and
transformative views of tourism’s potentialities. In this vein, papers in this issue may also consider
how planners might think freshly about facilitating a regenerative future of tourism.
Special Issue Aims
In these times when we realise that we ‘cannot go back to normal’ (Ateljevic, 2020), this special issue
of the Journal of Tourism Futures (JTF) aims to point our gaze towards a positive and regenerative
future of tourism in the context of the current transformation of the world. We aim to provide a
holistic overview of this emerging wave of hopeful tourism practices in order to inspire a paradigm
shift in the industry and beyond. Our aim is to facilitate timely, swift and globally accessible research
and informed perspectives on transformative and regenerative potentialities of and for (tourism)
futures. Please note that all papers need to be future-oriented.
The Journal of Tourism Futures is an open access and free of article publishing fees. Written in an
accessible manner, contributions to this special issue will strive to be of interest to tourism scholars,
the tourism industry, the public health industry and policy-makers, amongst many others. Research
papers, theoretical treatises and industry viewpoints are invited that focus on key themes below
(although not exclusively):
●

Tourism, world transformations and the regeneration renaissance

●

Tourism and regenerative agriculture

●

Tourism and regenerative business and economics

●

Tourism transformation and social entrepreneurship

●

Tourism and regenerative leadership

●

Transformative travel and transformational tourism

●

Tourism and regenerative cultures

●

Tourism, DAO technology and regenerative cryptocurrencies

●

Tourism and the localisation futures

●

Tourism, geopolitics and biosphere politics

●

Design of tourism experiences for regeneration

●

Transformative human resource development in tourism for regeneration

●

Cross-sectoral and collaborative models of regenerative tourism

●

Education programs and pedagogical issues for regenerative tourism

●

Stakeholder consciousness-transforming models for regenerative tourism

●

Community input processes for regenerative tourism

●

Future scenarios of regenerative tourism

●

Regenerative tourism in developing countries

●

Alternative economic models for regenerative tourism

●

Regenerative tourism and destination life cycles

●

Equity and regenerative tourism

●

Case Studies of regenerative tourism (with the focus how they (can) shape the future)

The special issue will comprise an editorial, followed by up to 15 articles which can be full papers,
research notes or industry oriented “Viewpoints” on diverse topics leveraging varied geographical
contexts. Published articles will be available on Early Cite where they will be freely available
worldwide.
Further information on JTF can be found on:
https://www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/services/publishing/jtf/index.htm
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Types of papers
The journal recognizes that writing about the future is formed in different ways. Therefore, we will
accept a variety of papers in different formats to represent different access points to the future. These
include:
Research papers
These should normally be between 5,000 and 7,000 words (including references) with a title of no
more than eight words. Papers can be empirical, applied case studies or conceptual frameworks. All
research papers are double-blind refereed and critically reviewed.
Viewpoint papers
These are papers where content is dependent on the author's opinion and interpretation, this also
includes journalistic pieces. These papers are usually written by practitioners (although not
necessarily) and are 2,000 to 4,000 words (including references). Papers are reviewed by a member of
the editorial board for guidance and improvement.
Papers must follow the submission guidelines of the journal, for more information
visit http://www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/services/publishing/jtf/authors.htm
Abstracts
Abstracts should not be more that 400 words and should align with the objectives of the journal, and
clearly demonstrate an emphasis on the regenerative future of
tourism (http://www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/services/publishing/jtf/index.htm). In general,
abstracts should include (as appropriate) the purpose of the paper, its design, methods or approach,
findings, research limitations, implications of the results, the value, the emphasis on the future and
originality of the study and the type of paper based on the above categories.
∙ Abstracts should be provided in Microsoft Word (12, Times New Roman, single spaced) by May 7,
2021.
∙ Please comply with author guidelines – see below:
(https://www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/services/publishing/jtf/authors.htm)
Abstracts should be emailed to irena.ateljevic@iztzg.hr and psheldon@hawaii.edu
with “Abstract – Special issue in Journal of Tourism Futures” in the subject line by 7th May 2021

Special Issue Timelines
2021
May 7: 400-word abstract due
May 21: Review of abstracts completed/Authors contacted
November 1st: Manuscripts due
Nov.- Dec.14: Review Round 1; referee reports forwarded to authors
2022
March 1: Revised articles due; review Round 2; forward referee reports

May 30: All remaining articles due
December 2022 or March 2023: Special Issue published (note: all accepted articles go on Early Cite
first)
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